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Ineffective revision strategies

It is important to think about strategies that have a limited or no real benefit on learning or memory.

These include:

• Simply writing out notes or copying from a textbook/exercise book.

• Reading and doing nothing with the information. 

• Highlighting information for the sake of it.

• Not enough silent work or attention to a given task. Attempting to revise while multitasking 

and doing other things.

• Comfort zone revision of easy material that you have already mastered because it makes 

you ‘feel good’.



Effective revision strategies

These include:

• Retrieval Practice

Retrieval practice (‘the testing effect’) is the name of a strategy which requires you to generate an 

answer to a question. It has been proven to be one of the most effective revision strategies. Retrieval 

practice may comprise of past papers, multiple choice tests or using flashcards.

• Spacing

This involves learning a little information regularly, rather than trying to learn a lot in a single day. 

Research has found that the use of spacing resulted in a 10% to 30% difference in final test 

results compared to students who did lots of cramming.

• Interleaving

Interleaving involves students mixing up the topics you study within a given subject. Students who 

‘blocked’ their learning (the opposite to Interleaving) performed better when tested immediately after 

learning the information, those who used Interleaving performed more than three times better if the 

test was more than a day later.
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Post 16 Options 



Leaving year 11 after your 
GSCE exams.
What Qualifications can I take?

A Levels

T Levels

BTECs

Apprenticeships



Post 16 Options : A Levels
Description: Choose subjects you took at GCSE to study in more depth or pick subjects you may not 
have done before economics, law or psychology. You could take 3 very different subjects you are 
interested in to keep your career options open or choose more closely related subjects if you need 
them for a specific career.

Duration: 2 years

Assessment: Mostly exams at the end of the course

Level of study: 3

Entry requirements: Typically, 5 GCSEs Grade 9-4 (usually including English and maths)

Leads to: University or college courses, higher and degree apprenticeships, work



Post 16 Options : T Levels

Description: Designed in partnership with employers to give you the skills and knowledge to get on in 
the workplace. You'll combine classroom learning with real work placements which will last at least 45 
days. 1 T Level is the equivalent of 3 A levels.

Duration: 2 years

Assessment: Exams, projects and practical assignments

Level of study: 3

Entry requirements: Entry requirements: Course dependent

Leads to:  Work, higher and degree apprenticeships, college and university courses



Post 16 Options : BTECs
Description:  These courses teach you the practical skills and knowledge for a particular area of 
employment. They can prepare you for a broad employment sector, like engineering or travel and 
tourism, or for a specific job like a chef or a hairdresser. Qualifications which teach you how to do 
tasks specifically related to the industry and role you want to be involved in.

Duration:  1 or more years

Assessment:  Can include coursework, skills tests and exams

Level of study: 1, 2 or 3

Entry requirements: Course dependent. If you do not get a place on a Level 3 course, you will be 
offered a place on the same course but at Level 2.

Leads to:  Work, apprenticeships, college and university courses



Post 16 Options : Apprenticeships
Description:  Intermediate, advanced higher and degree apprenticeships combine practical on-
the-job skills training with off-the-job learning. You'll get training that is relevant to your job and 
be paid a salary. Start at a level to suit you, with support if you have special needs or a disability. 
You’ll spend 80% of your time in the workplace and 20% off-the-job with some study in a college, 
training centre.

Duration: A minimum of 1 year

Assessment:  Can include coursework, skills tests and observations in the workplace

Level of study:  2 (intermediate) or 3 (advanced)

Entry requirements: Will be dependent on the industry, job role and apprenticeship level

Leads to: Work, next level of apprenticeship, further education, higher education. NOT university.



Full-time paid employment whilst 
gaining a qualification. You will work 

at least 30 hours a week

Apprenticeships can be in a variety of 
industries including Business Admin, 
Care, Mechanics, Customer Services, 
Digital Marketing, Childcare, IT and 

Accountancy

You get to put your skills 
into practice straight away 

in the workplace

An apprenticeship includes 20% Off 
The Job Training which is dedicated 

time towards your qualification. 
This takes place during your 

working hours

The higher the level of your 
apprenticeship, the longer your 

apprenticeship will last e.g. a Level 2 
course is 12 months, a Level 3 course 

is 15 months, a Level 5 course is 2 
years

An apprenticeship can be Level 2- 7 
(Degree) and you can progress 

through these levels



What to consider when making my 
choice?

Here are some of the things to take into consideration when you are deciding which is best for you:

Which course is the right level for me 
based on my GCSE grades

What courses are available based on the 
subject(s) I want to study

What do local providers (sixth forms, 
colleges and apprenticeship employers) 
offer

SUBJECTS Type of 
Course 

Location of 
Course 

Option 1 

Location of 
Course 

Option 2 

E.G  Beauty  Hairdressing 
Diploma Level 
2 

Solihull 
College, 
Blossomfield
Campus

South and 
City College 
Birmingham

Create a research table



Where can I study these courses?

Sixth Form College

Apprenticeship

Sixth Forms are attached to your school or 
other local schools. They usually do A Level 

courses with a few Btec courses.

There will be one or two local colleges in your 
area. They will offer A Levels, T Level and Btec 

courses.

There are a range of apprenticeship training 
providers. Solihull College is a key local one 
but there are other smaller providers. Find 

out more about apprenticeships on the 
Gov.uk website.



Where can I study these courses?



Which apprenticeships are available to me?

Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk)

Most employers advertise their apprenticeship vacancies 
on the Gov.uk website….

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeshipsearch


Solihull Apprenticeship Shows 2023/24

Tuesday 24th October 2023 at Cranmore 
Conference Centre.
 
Wednesday 7th February 2024 at North 
Solihull Sports Centre.



Year 11
 English

Study Skills 

‘Securing’



Year 11
 English

Study Skills 

‘Securing’



English GCSE Examinations

 Students receive two GCSEs in English: Language and 

Literature.

 The Language GCSE is what further education require 

a pass (grade 4+).



This GCSE is the one that colleges 

require you to pass. This means that if 

your child doesn’t achieve a 4, then 

they will have to resit it.

Exams:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative 

Reading and Writing (80 marks) (50%)

Paper 2: Writer’s viewpoints and 

perspectives (80 marks) (50%)

English Language

Key Challenge: Building vocabulary



This year, GCSE examinations will be back to their 

usual format.

Exams that will take place:

Paper 1: 'Macbeth' William Shakespeare and 'A 

Christmas Carol' Charles Dickens (1h 45) (64 marks) 

(40%)

Paper 2: 'An Inspector Calls' J.B. Priestley, Power 

and Conflict Anthology and Unseen Poetry A&B 

(2h 15) (96 marks) (60%)

English Literature



English Intervention

 After school on Monday, English staff offer an 

intervention from 3.10pm to 4.10pm.

 Students will take part in question 'Master Classes' this 

half term we are focusing on Paper 1 Question 4 and 

Language analysis (Paper 1 Q2 and Paper 2 Q3)

 Intervention is by invitation only, every six weeks 

students who are invited are assessed and the groups 

are reviewed. New students will be added every cycle.

 Where students do not attend, they will not be invited 

in later cycles nearer to the exams.



How can I revise for English?

- Complete timed practice questions: especially 

for your Language revision

- Create flashcards: your parents can test you!

- Create timelines: track plot, motifs, characters 

etc. You must know how things change and 

progress in Literature texts.

‘Excellence is not an art; it is the habit of practice’



- Mr Bruff YouTube Videos: (228) Mr Bruff - YouTube

- Ask your teachers for revision materials, they will 

have absolutely everything you will need: 

practice questions, theme/character revision 

sheets, poetry booklet for you to annotate etc.

- CPG revision guides: GCSE English | CGP Books

How can I revise for English?

https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english


School Assessment & Examinations
There will be:
Regular assessment in lesson, practice paper question opportunities, guidance and 
support from experts in your child's subjects, regular feedback to help them 
improve. GCSE Pod homework set.

Practice Assessments in the hall
- In between mock exams will be providing students with two-hour assessments 

approximately every 4-6 weeks to build resilience and practice timings and exam 
skills. 

Mock Exams: November
- Literature Paper 1: 'A Christmas Carol' and 'Macbeth'
- Language Paper 1: Explorations in creative writing
- Language Paper 2: Writer's viewpoints and perspectives

Students must:
Revise, little but often!  Every evening.
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Edexcel GCSE Maths
Thursday 16th May 2024 - Paper 1 – Non-calculator
Monday 3rd June 2024 - Paper 2 – Calculator
Monday 10th June 2024 - Paper 3 – Calculator

Foundation and higher tiers

Purchase and get to know your own scientific calculator. For sale on 
Parent Pay for only £4.
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After School Intervention

• After school intervention

• Every Tuesday 3:10pm to 4:10pm for 
invited students

• Vital extra support provided free of 
charge by the Maths Team
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Useful Websites
• Access instructional videos and all past GCSE 

questions
• www.drfrostmaths.com
• www.mathsgenie.co.uk
• www.corbettmaths.com

http://www.drfrostmaths.com
http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk
http://www.corbettmaths.com
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How to revise Maths

• Highlighting is not revision!

• Just watching a video is not revision

• Just reading your notes is not revision

• 'If you're not writing, you're not revising'



E
X

C
E

L
L

E
N

C
E

 
D

E
D

I
C

A
T

I
O

N
 
A

M
B

I
T

I
O

N
 
I
N

T
E

G
R

I
T

Y
 
T

R
A

D
I
T

I
O

N

How to revise Maths
• One of these students gained an A* in maths (grade 9?)
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We are your TEAM!11B  
 Mr Hassan

11C 
Mrs Hayward

 
11E 

Mrs McLelland

11F
Mrs McManus 

11G  
Miss Robinson

11H 
Mrs Pountney

Achievement 
leader

Mrs Douglas

Assistant 
Achievement 

leader

Mr Collins

SLT link
Mrs Downing

Mrs Roach

SLT Prefect

Mrs Ellis



Year 11 
Intervention timetable



e.douglas@smithswood.fmat.co.uk

m.collins@smithswood.fmat.co.uk 

Contact details

mailto:e.douglas@smithswood.fmat.co.uk
mailto:m.collins@smithswood.fmat.co.uk


KDO
Year 11 

MCAS & communication
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